Lesson 2: Listening to Development your Character
Wade Arave

Grade Level: 9-12
Materials:  None
Instructional Objectives:
TLW listen to and analyze what characters say on stage. 
Expressive Objectives:

TLW develop characters through listening to what other characters say and responding properly.
Presentation:
1. The students will participate in a warm-up game (depending on size and time) that will loosen them up and prepare them to listen to themselves and others.  The idea behind these activities to help the students be aware of what they are listening to.
Warm-ups: 

A. You Pattern—all students (A, B, C, D and E) will stand in a circle.  A points to B and say’s “you”.  B points to D and say’s “you”.  D points to E, E points to C and then C points back to A.  That is the “you” pattern.  When the group has that down they can move on to different patterns.  In each pattern the students will point to someone different until it rotates back to the person who started.  Each pattern is given a different category i.e. animals, colors, states etc.  Have the students remember three patterns and then try to do them simultaneously.  Each student has to listen for their specific “you”, color, animal or state and remember to continue the pattern.
B. 20—all students will huddle up (arms around each other in a circle slightly bent at the waist, looking at the ground with their eyes closed.  The students then have to count to twenty, one number at a time without a preconceived idea about a pattern.  They must “feel” and listen for when to continue counting.  If two people say the same number at the same time they start over.

2. The students should start with Numbers.  These are short two person scenes where the players can only use consecutive numbers (counting up) to communicate.  This gives good insight to the students that it’s not what you say but how you say it.

Ex.

A:    1,2
B:    3,4,5

A:    6?

B:    7…8…9

A:    10!

3. The skill of how you say something and not what you say can be practiced in A-B scenes.  These are short two person scenes that are pre written and very general.  They work best then everyone gets the same one and then can watch how the groups interpret the same scene so differently.

4. Subtext can be used with improvised scenes or scripted scenes and is a good exercise to use during rehearsal.  Two actors (A and B) stand opposite and facing one another.  A says a line to B.  B is then asked:

What did they literally say?

B repeats A’s line.

What was A really saying?

B states the real context of the line.

How did it make you (the character) feel?

B expresses how his character feels.

What is your response?
B delivers his response.


The same set of questions to A in response to B and is asked after each line in scene.  Stress that 

two characters speak to each other they are really talking about themselves and their 
relationship, not necessarily what they are talking about.
Closure:

Discuss with the students why listening makes a difference in a scene.
Ask the students if their responses were different when they listened to what the person said.

Evaluation:

Observe the difference in the way the students work with each other after learning how to listen.
